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IN THE CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

1 . (currently amended) A method for providing user interfaces at a terminal for a 
plurality of video-on-demand services offered by provider equipment of an infonmation 
distribution system, comprising: 

providing a first application to support a first user interface for a first service 
associated with an interactive program guide (IPG) : 

providing a second application to support a second user interface for a second 
service associated with video-on-demand (VOD); 

maintaining first and second message queues for the first and second 
applications, respectively; aB4 

coordinating passing of control of the terminal between the first and second 
applications via a control mechanism, wherein the control mechanism passes control to 
the first and second applications via messages provided to the first and second 
message queues, respectivel y^herein each of the first and second a pplications is 
operable in an active state or an inactive state, and the first and seco nd applications 
transition to the active state in response to receiving a launch messag e in the first and 
second message queues, respectively, wherein the launch message comprises a 
kevcode parameter: and 

in response to a termination of the second application, sending the launch 
message to the first message gueue. wherein the kevcode parameter of th e launch 
message indicates the condition of the termination of th e second application. 

2. (canceled) 

3. (canceled) 

44n70_l 

PAGE4m ' RCVD AT 3/3/2006 3:38:16 PM [Eastern Standard Timel * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/24 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:+1 7325309808 * DURATION (nim-ss):04-04 



Mar-03-2006' 04:19pin' Froni-MosBr, Patterson £ Sheridan, LLP - NJ +17325309808 T-341 P. 005/014 F-4Z2 

Serial No. 09/740,735 
Page 3 of 12 

4. (original) The method of claim 1, further comprising: 

polling the first or second application to detemnine a status of the application. 

5. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

polling for a status of the first or second application by providing a poll message 
to the first or second message queue, respectively. 

6. (onginal) The method of claim 1 , further comprising: 

providing a root application to support communication beiween the first and 
second applications and a lower layer. 

7. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein the communication between the root 
application and the first and second applications is achieved via a set of application 
programming interfaces (APIs). 

8. (original) The method of claim 6, wherein the lower layer Is a hardware layer. 

9. (canceled) 

1 0. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 ©. wherein an active application 
is operative to process key inputs. 

1 1 . (currently amended) The method of claim 1 8, wherein the first application 
transitions to the inactive state upon occurrence of any one of a plurality of events in a 
first set, and the second application transitions to the inactive state upon occurrence of 
any one of a plurality of events in a second set, 

1 2. (original) The method of claim 1 1 , wherein the plurality of events in the first 
set includes a first set of key presses, and the plurality of events in the second set 
includes a second set of key presses. 
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13. (canceled) 

14. (currently amended) The method of claim 1 9, wherein the first and second 
applications transition to the active state in response to receiving first and second l<ey 
presses, respectively. 

1 5. (original) The method of claim 1 . further comprising: 

providing a first link in the first user interface to activate the second user 
Interface; and 

providing a second link in the second user interface to activate the first user 
interface. 

1 6. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein only the first or second application, 
if any, is active at any particular moment. 

17. (original) The method of claim 1 , wherein each of the first and second 
applications is independently executed. 

18. (original) The method of claim 1, wherein the first and second applications 
are concurrently active or semi-active. 

19. (previously presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the first application is 
transmitted from said provider equipment to a set-top-tenminal. 

20. (previously presented) The method of claim 19, wherein the second 
application is transmitted from said provider equipment to a set-top terminal. 
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21 . (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first application is 
operable to overlay at least a portion of a VOD user interface on top of an IPG user 
interface. 

22. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the second 
application is operable to overlay at least a portion of an IPG user interface on top of a 
VOD user interface. 

23. (previously presented) The method of claim 1 , wherein the first and second 
applications are operable to overlay a channel infomiation window on top of an IPG 
user interface and a VOD user interface, respectively. 

24. (cun-entiy amended) A method for providing interactive program guide (IPG) 
and video-on-demand (VOD) user interfaces for IPG and VOD services, comprising: 

providing an IPG application to support the IPG user interface for the IPG 
service; 

providing a VOD application to support the VOD user interface for the VOD 
service; 

maintaining IPG and VOD message queues for the IPG and VOD applications, 
respectively; and 

passing control to the IPG and VOD applications via messages provided to the 
IPG and VOD message queues, respectivel y, wherein th e IPG and VOD aPDlications 
are operable in either an active state or an inactive state, and the IPG and VOD 
applications transition to the active state in response to receiving a lau nch message in 
the first and second message queues, respectively, wherein the launch message 
comprises a i<evcode parameter: and 

in response to a termination of the VOD application, sending the launch message 
tn the IPG message Queue, wherein the kevcode parameter of the launch message 
indicates the condition of the tennination of the VOD application . 
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25. (currently amended) A terminal configurable to provide user interfaces for a 
plurality of services offered by an information distribution system, comprising: 

a first application operable to support a first user interface for providing an 

interactive program guide; 

a second application operable to support a second user interface for providing 

video-on-demand content; 

first and second message queues operable to store messages for the first and 

second applications, respectively; and 

means for passing control of the terminal between the first and second 
applications wherein the means for passing control is implemented by providing 
messages to the first and second message queues, and wherein the first and second 
applications are operable to retrieve and process messages stored In the first and 
second message queues, r^gpfintivftlv. wherein each nf thft first and second 
a pniirations Is operable in an active st a te or an inactive state, and the first and second , 
ap plications transition to the active state in respo nse to receiving R launch message in 
the first and second message queues, respect ivfily, wherein the launch message 
comprises a kevcode p arameter: and 

in response to a termination of the second application, means for sending the 
Ifliinnh messaoe to the first messaae queue, wh erein the kevnorie parameter of the 
ifl.inrh message indicates the cond itinn of the termination of the second application. 

26. (original) The terminal of claim 25, further comprising: 

a root application operable to support communication between the first and 
second applications and a hardware layer. 

27. (canceled) 

28. (canceled) 

29. (canceled) 
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30. (currently amended) A terminal configurable to provide user interfaces for a 
plurality of video-on-demand services offered by an information distribution system, 
comprising: 

a first state indicative of a first application executing to support a first user 

interface for an interactive program guide; 

a second state indicative of a second application executing to support a second 

user interface for video-on-demand content; 

a third state Indicative of the first and second applications being Idle; aft4 

means for transitioning between the first, second, and third statesiand 

in rftsnonse to q termination of thft second state, means for sending a launch 

m^ftca qp rftmprisina a ke y^ririP narameter tn ihe, first applination to transition to the firgt 

ctete, whpmin the KevcpH.^ r^arameter o f tha launch message indicates the condltlQP of 

the temnination of the sec ond apDlicatlon. 

31. (previously presented) The terminal of claim 30, wherein transitions between 
the first, second, and third states are in response to defined key presses. 
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